Jan Sawka at The Dorsky
by Claire Lambe

Curated by Hanna Maria Sawka and Dr: Frank Boyer
February $— July 12,2020

James Beck, art citc, historian, and one-time head of the Columbia
University Ast Departmen, described Jan Sawka as a contemporary
Renaissance arist Jan Sawka, whose work s curretly on shorw at the
Dorsky's Morgan Anderson Gallery and

Gallery, July 12, by
long career as an artist.

illustrations, dr intings, sculptures, cvery-

installations, outdoor sculptures, and electronically guided images. His.

the Grateful Dead 1989 ~91 anniversary tour,in concert halls, and theaters
all over Europe. and from the USA to Japan and Taivan. He has created
muclear ‘Human Rights
‘Watch, and the Solidarity Movement He described himselfas a
“multimedia man.

‘The exhibition at the Dorsky, which includes a series of paintings and dry-
‘point etchings, is fitled “Jan Sawa: The Place of Memory (The Memory
of Place) " The work in this show explores the clear and the obscure

Valley. Yet th b
interior world, mental images rather than studies from the landscape or
‘photographs, althovih the faces and figures that he includes appear
‘photographic. The exhibition showcases four monumenal triptychs,
shokan 1~ 4, actually conceived as one piece, depicting a vista of the
‘Ashokan Reservoi framed by the Catskill Mountains, a landscape beloved
by Sawka because it eminded him of a childhood holiday place in Poland,
his homeland, from where he was exiled in 1976. Like so many
immigrants before him, especially reluctant ones, when Sawka found

Hud: . he setled
there —in the town of High Falls - and remained there until his death in
2012 at age 65
shokan
tones g painting
iy d mes

g e ted i altenat

‘made these works are and according to the artst: “No casy tricks —

hand.
top edge with border
Catskills and, in the center, the rising and sctting sun. Additionally, the
works contain small

his art, he wrote: T
see de hitecture, and art as . rules, and
challenges

— Jan Savka, Post Card 419, from th series “Post Cards?, 198 ~ B, prnted

of the Dorsky Gallry Curtoril Programs

‘At the back of the gallery, the etchings from his folio Post-cards —
be missed.
amaterial ¥

They are i . the
10 the printing. This method has be

of Sawka's practice since his yout; while still in his twenties, he was the.

‘youngest recipient of France's “Oscar de la Peinture” and the award of the

‘s Award was for

theyare

seally not. They are rooted in imaginative representational imagery,

including even the text aspects which tend to be invented. Others are
- as Memory, 1887; thi

Artbut

‘and memories half forgotten.

— Jan 52w, The Memory (or The Mirro) 1987, courtsy he Estateof
Jan o

Bom in 1946 into post-war Europe, Sawka came from a highly cultured
Joseph Stalia; his father,
‘an architect, was imprisoned by Stalin when Sawka was a boy. As a young
‘man, Sawka was encouraged to choose architecture over other forms of
art— the more

3 .
This and
fed to him being exiled from Poland. Tn 1976 and he and his wife, Hanka,

idou Center; Jan

opening. The following year, they emigrated to the USA eventually
setling in High Falls. Initially, in the US, Sawka made a living by creating
commentary illutrations for the Op-Ed page ofthe New York Times. He
Mleries in New York, Los Angeles and
other cities in the United States, and the bulk of his art career has been in
this country
the artst’s daughter, and Dr. Frank Boyer

Featured image: Jan Sawka, “Asbury Notebook,” 1981, courtesy Jan and
Michae! Solow

‘This Exhibition runs through July 12,2020

Museun H ¢llam-Spm
Tuesdays, holidays and intersessions. For more about The Dorsky
M d visit hep orcall

(845)257-3844,

About The Dorsky Museum
Through it collections, exhibitions and public programs, the Samucl
d t

Valley. With

‘more than 9,000 square fect of exhibition space distributed over six

gallerics, The Dorsky Muscu is one of the largest museums in the SUNY
" 001

or
‘more than 100 exhibitions, including commissions, collcction-based

projects. Robert
Morris, Alice Neel, Judy Pfaff, Carolee Schncemann and Ushio
Shinohara.

Claire Lambe is an Irish bom painter whose
works have been exhibited on both sides of
the Atlantic: she is a graduate of the National
College of Art and Design in Dublin and
holds an MFA in painting from the City
University of New York. Witing credits
include contributing author to Teen Life in
‘Burope (part of the Teen Life Around The

‘World serics). and articles and reviews for this publication. Claire Lambe's

art work can be seen herc:
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